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Fantastic, thank you Devon. Looking forward to seeing what we can learn from AU on this important 
issue. 


From: Devon LaSalle <DLaSalle@tuv.org.au> 

Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2018 4:47 PM 

To: Penny Carr <ceo@tenantsqld.org.au>; Kate Davis <Kate@tenancywa.org.au>; Meredith Barton 
<Meredith_Barton@clc.net.au>; Mark O'Brien <mob@tuv.org.au>; Deb Pippen 
<debp@tenantsact.org.au>; Tamara Spence <tamara@dcls.org.au>; Leo Patterson Ross 
<leo.patterson.ross@tenantsunion.org.au>; Jemima Mowbray 

<jemima.mowbray@tenantsunion.org.au>; Daniel Scoullar <daniel@makerentingfair.org>; Natalie 
Rutherford <NRutherford@tuv.org.au> 

Cc: Hewitt Walker, Laura <Laura.hewitt@seattle.gov> 

Subject: Request for info - rental bidding 

Good morning, everyone! 

Laura Hewitt Walker from the Office of Housing in Seattle could use our help with arguing their case 
to continue banning the use of rental bidding software. Please see her email below for more 
information. Any studies, statistics, case studies, etc. that your respective areas could provide would 
be wonderful. I also suspect this would help all of our endeavours to ban rental bidding in our 
respective states and territories, so please feel free to share your findings with the group. 

Thanks! 


Devon LaSalle 

Communications Officer 

Tenants Victoria 

P: 03 9411 1407 | M: 0447 337 009 | F: 03 9416 0513 
E: dlasalle@tuv.om.au | W: www.tuv.org.au | Hours: Tue-Fri, 9am-5pm 

Join the action to help make renting fair for all Victorians! 

Q O © © 

We recognise the Traditional Custodians of the lands throughout Australia, and we respectfully 
acknowledge their Elders past, present and emerging. 














The content of this e-mail and any attachments are confidential and may contain legally privileged information. They 
are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed and must not be copied, forwarded or 
disclosed to anyone without the senders consent. If you are not the intended recipient, any use, dissemination, forwarding or 
copying of this e-mail and/or any attachments is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the 
sender immediately and delete or destroy all copies of this e-mail and any attachments. The Tenants Union Legal Service is 
a community legal service provided by Tenants Victoria. 


From: Hewitt Walker, Laura lmailto:Laura.hewittf5)seattle.gov1 
Sent: Thursday, 21 June 2018 4:56 AM 
To: Devon LaSalle < DLaSalle@tuv.org.au > 

Subject: Rent Bidding - Seattle 

Hi Devon, 

Thank you so much for your call. 

Seattle passed a temporary ban on rent bidding end of March 2018. Here is a link to that legislation: 

Ordinance 125551 


As you know, rent bidding software increases upward pressure on rent, particularly in a high-cost 
city like Seattle, which disproportionately impacts low-income households and people of color. We 
would like to point to experiences and responses of other cities as part of the study of rental bidding 
platforms required by the Seattle City Council. 

Any information you can provide on how rent bidding affected the rental market in Melbourne or 
other cities in Victoria and policy and legal responses taken would be helpful. 

Thank you, 


Laura C. Hewitt Walker 

Strategic Advisor for Housing Policy 
0: 206.684.0429 | laura.hewitt@seattle.gov 
City of Seattle, Office of Housing 
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